Acupuncture treatment is generally regarded as a relatively safe procedure. However, most procedures have some complications and acupuncture treatment is no exception. Reported complications of acupuncture treatment were mostly mild or temporary symptoms, but certain severe adverse effects were also observed. We report here for the first time a case of liver abscess following acupuncture and moxibustion treatment.
INTRODUCTION
Since the sixth century when Chinese oriental medicine including acupuncture and herbs was introduced in Korea, acupuncture has been the most widely used procedure in the Korean society over the centuries as alternative or complementary medicine. 1) Acupuncture is generally regarded as a less invasive, more natural, and less liable treatment by the general population.
2)
The National Institutes of Health Acupuncture Consensus Development Panel already concluded that acupuncture is either effective (2 conditions) or may be useful (12 conditions) 
DISCUSSION
Liver abscess is a critical liver disease which can be classified into mainly two categories by its cause: PLA and amebic abscess. 8) PLA is a potentially life-threatening infection but can be treated appropriately upon early detection due to the recent development of imaging modalities and selection of prompt antibiotic medication. In recent reports, the death rate from PLA mortality rate was about 10%. [9] [10] [11] Klebsiella pneumoniae is the major pathogen of primary PLA in Asians. 12) Streptococcus milleri was the major organism found in Australians. This case also had no direct evidence but it was accepted because the acupuncture site and abscess region corresponded exactly.
22)
Our case was treated successfully by percutaneous drainage and antibiotic medication. To our knowledge, liver abscess has not previously been related to acupuncture or moxibustion in the literature. To prevent serious adverse effects of acupuncture and moxibustion, a few practices should be closely observed.
These include maintaining clean needle techniques, receiving better training in anatomy, and lastly, paying greater attention to a patient's complaints. Adhering to these practices might spare a patient from many side effects and complications.
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